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Make the detail count
Cincinnati’s paired characters, Philippine idol plans, a Detroit application-link check,
Auckland’s material swap and a better way to tune costume LEDs.

Craft Community Events Performance

6 min read · CosplayGrid editorial

01 /  COMMUNITY PUBLISHED TODAY ·  SATURDAY V IS IT  RECAP

Two characters can share one performer
reference
Midlife Crisis Crossover’s September 27 Cincinnati Comic Expo gallery
documents the writers’ Saturday visit to the downtown First Financial Center
in Cincinnati, Ohio. One photographed pairing brings together the Seventh

Doctor and Radagast the Brown, described as a tribute to guest Sylvester McCoy, who played both
roles. Other captions identify a Team Fortress 2 Engineer and Grand Admiral Thrawn. The writers
explicitly say their selection represents only a fraction of the costumes they saw; it is not a contest-
results list or a fandom census. [1]

FOR YOUR NEXT BUILD

For a paired costume, try a connection beyond a shared fictional universe: an actor, a visual motif or a
complementary gesture. Give each character its own reference sheet, then plan one pose that explains
the connection. Follow the credited gallery for the images; hidden materials and build methods are not
established by its captions.

PAIR
SEVENTH DOCTOR +

RADAGAST

http://127.0.0.1:50932/


02 /  PERFORMANCE SEPTEMBER 26 PREVIEW ·  PREVIOUSLY ANNOUNCED 2027 EVENT

Pasig’s idol gathering gets a new
preview, not a new date
arkadymac’s new preview places AICon 2027 at Bayanihan Center in Pasig
City, Philippines, on January 9, with an Ignite Your Passion theme centered on
fictional 2D anime idols and performance. The date and venue were already

reported by Mokugekisha on July 17, so this is renewed coverage of an existing plan. Both outlets
disclose media-partner relationships. The September article contains stray references to 2026; its
headline and opening identify 2027, consistent with the older report and the linked ticket form’s title.
[2] [3] [4]

FOR YOUR NEXT BUILD

Separate an admission ticket from a performance entry. The linked 2027 order form loads its terms,
including costume-prop restrictions, but that does not verify remaining ticket inventory or an open
contest audition. Read the full current rules before planning a dance costume or large accessory.
Choose a reference that remains readable in motion, then rehearse the movement in a small prototype;
no specific fandom’s popularity is inferred here.

03 /  EVENTS EXISTING ORGANIZER CALL ·  DESTINATIONS CHECKED TODAY

Detroit’s two Apply Now buttons lead to
different events
MagicCon: Detroit is announced for February 26–28, 2027, at Huntington
Place. Its cosplay page and Detroit application both list January 11, 2027, at
11:59 pm Pacific as the deadline. The first Apply Now link opens a Detroit

form with entry fields; the second opens an inactive Atlanta form. There is also a date conflict: the
event page schedules the contest for Saturday, February 27, while the Detroit form calls it Saturday,
February 28, which is actually Sunday. Neither discrepancy should be silently resolved for applicants.
[5] [6] [7] [8]

FOR YOUR NEXT BUILD

Use the Detroit-titled destination and seek organizer clarification before relying on the contest date or
commissioning rules: the page allows a commissioned costume with its creator present, while the form
asks entrants to certify their costume is not commissioned and is 70% handmade by them. The form
requests card-reference and front/back progress images under 3 MB each, showing at least 50%
completion. Read all eligibility terms; a reachable form is not acceptance, and a badge is separate. No
application was submitted.

09 JAN
2027 ·  PASIG CITY

CHECK
DETROIT FORM ≠
ATLANTA FORM



04 /  COMMUNITY EXISTING WEEKEND GUIDANCE ·  REUSE PRIMER

A costume swap begins with ready-to-
use materials
Overload’s Cosplay Swap guidance offers a concrete community format: free
costumes, fabric, wigs, foam, props, patterns and sewing supplies, with
contributions limited to around five items per person. Clothes should be

washed; wigs should be washed, fully dried and detangled. The organizer lists Overload for
September 26–27 at the New Zealand International Convention Centre, 101 Hobson Street, Auckland.
At this Detroit evening check it is already September 28 in Auckland, so this is a look at the published
format, not an invitation to attend today or a claim about what changed hands. [9] [10] [13]

FOR YOUR NEXT BUILD

Extend September 20’s reuse theme by sorting a small set of supplies into usable, repair-needed and
unsuitable items before offering them to another maker. For a future swap, describe condition and
material type, and agree on what happens to leftovers. Overload says donations are final and leftovers
may be passed on or cleared away. Its off-site September 20 drop-off deadline has passed; no
continuing collection is asserted.

05 /  CRAFT ESTABLISHED ELECTRONICS GUIDE ·  TECHNIQUE PRIMER

Half the LED number is not half the
perceived brightness
Adafruit’s gamma-correction guide explains why a numeric halfway setting on
an addressable LED can look brighter than expected, and why a red/green mix
intended as orange can appear yellow. Human brightness perception is

nonlinear. Its companion tutorial remaps input values through a lookup table before sending them to
the LEDs; the example maps a nominal halfway level near 127 to roughly 36. Those numbers illustrate
the guide’s curve, not a universal color calibration or a new hardware release. [11] [12] [14]

FOR YOUR NEXT BUILD

Following September 23’s small-light costume details, test one programmable LED behind the actual
translucent part before scaling up. Compare a short brightness ramp and one character color with and
without the guide’s correction method; record which looks right under your intended lighting. Gamma
correction changes color and perceived brightness behavior, but does not replace the hardware’s
wiring, power or battery instructions. This is a software-and-material sample, not a claim that every LED
costume needs the same curve.

5
ITEMS ·  SWAP LIMIT

LED
COLOR TEST



M A K E  A  P L A N

Event radar
Dates as listed at publication. Follow the organizer for changes.

Feb 26, 2027
through Feb 28, 2027

MagicCon: Detroit ↗
Huntington Place · Detroit, Michigan, USA

Cosplay deadline January 11, 2027, 11:59 pm Pacific. Page says February 27;
Detroit form says February 28. Second application link leads to closed Atlanta form.
Confirm contest details; entry is not acceptance.

FA N D O M  →  T E C H N I Q U E

On the floor
Scope: Overload’s swap guidance and Adafruit’s technical guide. No global rankings, attendance
estimates or inferred materials. [9] [11] [12]

Material reuse → condition matters
Overload’s swap guide asks for washed garments and dry, detangled wigs. One organizer’s format, not
measured waste reduction.

Costume light → perception before more pixels
Adafruit explains nonlinear perceived brightness. Testing its correction method in a costume is an editorial
exercise, not an adoption trend.

T R Y  T H I S

Make the invitation specific.
Show a fellow maker one reusable material and one lit sample. What needs repair, and what
changes under different room lighting?

https://mcdetroit.mtgfestivals.com/en-us/applications/cosplay-contest.html


Sources
1. Midlife Crisis Crossover · Cincinnati Comic Expo eyewitness gallery ↗

Published / updated Sep 27, 2026 · Checked Sep 27, 2026

2. arkadymac / Xtian Mack · AICon 2027 preview ↗
Published / updated Sep 26, 2026 · Checked Sep 27, 2026

3. Mokugekisha · July AICon announcement coverage ↗
Published / updated Jul 17, 2026 · Checked Sep 27, 2026

4. AICon · linked 2027 ticket-order terms ↗
Publication date not listed · Checked Sep 27, 2026

5. Wizards of the Coast · MagicCon Detroit announcement ↗
Published / updated Sep 22, 2026 · Checked Sep 27, 2026

6. MagicCon Detroit · official cosplay application page ↗
Publication date not listed · Checked Sep 27, 2026

7. MagicCon Detroit · first Apply Now destination ↗
Publication date not listed · Checked Sep 27, 2026

8. MagicCon Atlanta · second Apply Now destination, inactive ↗
Publication date not listed · Checked Sep 27, 2026

9. Overload · official Cosplay Swap guidance ↗
Publication date not listed · Checked Sep 27, 2026

10. Overload · official 2026 dates and venue ↗
Publication date not listed · Checked Sep 27, 2026

11. Adafruit · LED Tricks: Gamma Correction, The Issue ↗
Publication date not listed · Checked Sep 27, 2026

12. Adafruit · gamma-correction lookup-table method ↗
Publication date not listed · Checked Sep 27, 2026

13. CosplayGrid · September 20 edition ↗
Published / updated Sep 20, 2026 · Checked Sep 27, 2026

14. CosplayGrid · September 23 edition ↗
Published / updated Sep 23, 2026 · Checked Sep 27, 2026

Checked September 27, 2026, America/Detroit. Five findings: a new Saturday-visit recap, a recent preview of an older Philippine
announcement, an existing Detroit call checked at both link destinations, Auckland’s published swap format and an established LED
primer—not five overnight announcements. The seven latest available editions were reviewed; unchanged recurring deadlines are
omitted. Today’s improvement verifies both Detroit application destinations and exposes date and commissioning conflicts, while
broadening craft coverage to light perception. The two AICon reports are disclosed media partners, not independent eyewitness
confirmation. Undated guidance retains no publication date. No forms submitted, sponsored placements, visitor estimates or
reproduced photography.

https://midlifecrisiscrossover.com/2026/09/27/cincinnati-comic-expo-2026-photos-part-1-of-2-cosplay/
https://arkadymac.com/2026/09/26/upcoming-event-aicon-2027/
https://mokugekisha6.wordpress.com/2026/07/17/time-to-ignite-the-passion-once-again-at-aicon-2027/
https://www.cognitoforms.com/AIConPH/_2027PresellTicketOrderForm
https://magic.gg/news/magiccon-detroit-2027-dive-into-the-gathering
https://mcdetroit.mtgfestivals.com/en-us/applications/cosplay-contest.html
https://conventions.leapevent.tech/f/90c3d8b1-0b90-4705-9961-7d16fbc1c5b7
https://conventions.leapevent.tech/f/037e05d5-af53-44cb-8c50-36d483fc79f7
https://www.overload.co.nz/cosplay-swap/
https://www.overload.co.nz/
https://learn.adafruit.com/led-tricks-gamma-correction/the-issue
https://learn.adafruit.com/led-tricks-gamma-correction/the-quick-fix
https://staging.cosplaygrid.com/headlines/2026-09-20
https://staging.cosplaygrid.com/headlines/2026-09-23

